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A court of law is full of drama and rituals with a lot of perlocutionary effects. This article 

focuses on non-verbal communication which is an important aspect of semiotics and speech 

Zimbabwean court of law such as dress codes, movement, space and how these convey mes-

 

icon, kinesics, non-verbal, 
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sign which is 

syntagm 

syntagm paradigms

syntagm paradigms 

syntagm
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object meaning interpretant
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interpretant

this
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9 to 

May I use your phone? I apologise

You have been found guilty I sentence you to 

ten years …

sign systems

discourse

code

application 

meaning 
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mancipatio

librapens Mancipatio 

Quiritary
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and

Court regalia

th th 
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machira emudzimu
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demina
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philosophers like John Locke.

7 Levinson (1983, p. 237) says of an illocutionary act that it is that which is directly achieved by conven-
tional forces associated with the issuance of a certain kind of utterance in accord with a conventional 

-

   sentence.

contributions are simply intrinsic.

10 In a court of law this is called ‘demina

over and above the actual words.
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