Abstract

The Zimbabwean political landscape has provided fertile ground for the breeding of very
interesting linguistic as well as discursive expressions. These linguistic expressions to some
extent signify socio-political dementia of the populace as reflected in the political and
behavioural acts of the same in the negotiation for political and socio-cultural space in the
country. The political realities in Zimbabwe, especially from 2013 to present, has clearly
marked the landscape as a theatre, where political players and their institutions, illustriously
use language to onion-peel-off the socio-political drama and cultural realities for historians to
document, political scientists to analyse, journalists to report, the povo to debate and
academics to study. Using semiotics, the paper dissects one instance of this linguistic
inventive; what has now become a popular expression, ‘munhu wese kuna amai’ (Everyone
should go to the mother), among the many, in the Zimbabwean socio-political performance
from which various ideological, historical and cultural realities are presented. The paper
further argues that such expressions are strategies which reflect efforts by ZANU (PF) to
declare, define, demarcate, command, propagate as well as express socio-political and
cultural dogmas the populace should adhere to.



