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Abstract

Purpose

Entrepreneurship has increasingly become a subject of interest for scholars and
policymakers in an attempt to reduce poverty in agricultural communities across the
world, especially in Africa. Accordingly, the purpose of this paper is to examine the
role of entrepreneurship in reducing poverty in agricultural communities of Lower
Gweru, Zimbabwe.

Design/methodology/approach

Exploratory research design informed the data collection and analysis in this study.
In-depth interviews were conducted with 20 owners of agribusinesses from various
socio-economic backgrounds. The collected data from the field were analyzed using
thematic analysis.

Findings

The results revealed that entrepreneurship plays a catalytic role in poverty reduction
in agricultural communities through food security, skill transfer, employment creation,
income generation and a decrease in food costs.

Research limitations/implications

This study focused on four agricultural communities in Lower Gweru which can limit
the generalizability of the results to other contexts. Furthermore, this inquiry is a
cross-sectional study that did not capture the longitudinal factors that can affect
entrepreneurship and poverty reduction in agricultural communities.

Practical implications

The research outcomes have some practical implications for the Zimbabwean
government and microfinance institutions in designing policies and programs to
reduce poverty in marginalized agricultural communities. The findings are also useful
for non-governmental organizations in designing, monitoring and evaluating poverty
reduction programs in agricultural communities.

Originality/value

This study advances, contextualizes and enriches the body of knowledge concerning
agricultural entrepreneurship and poverty reduction in the under-researched setting of
agricultural communities. Notably, this study captures the African flavor in the
agricultural entrepreneurship and poverty reduction discourse by focusing on the
unique Zimbabwean context.



